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A spokeswoman tor the
Centre for Information on

Language Teaching, which
looks at trends in examina-
ton entries, said: "Spanish
is suddenly vers tropdy
among schoolchildren
pevhaps itis the new pap
stars such as Ricky Martin
and Jennifer Lopez.”

I adult learning cones,

tao, demand for Spanish is

vising faster than any other

languige. And Isabef
Miteos of the Spanish
Embassy’s education office
in London believes (his is
partly because Spanish is
casier than French,

She added: ‘Increasinghy
British people are seeing
the advantages of Spanish,
especially as travel to

oo wese

as language students
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South and Central America
is on the increase.” A recent
study by the embassy
estimated that 250,000 peo-
plein England and Wales
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are studyving Spanish o 6
per cent increase on 144,
GUOSE entries in the subjec
rose by 101 per cont oyver
the past decade, compared
with 24 per cent for French

Globally, an estimated
S0t utillion people speai
Spanish the official an
suage of 20 countries .

The study firm Lingua-
phone saw its French tapes
and books outsold by Span-
ish ones this vear. Chief
executive Peter Jamieson
said: "Spanish now com{or-
ably exceeds French as our
most popular course, for
hoth serions students and
holidaymakers interested
in simple repartee.’



